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European immigration-leads to attacks on groups least able to 
defend themselves .  Thus,  the " . . . . .  breakdown of racia l ly and ethni­
cal ly ordered system s unleash forces of competit ive exclusion against 
the least powerful targets in  the system "  (224 ) .  Olzak suggests this  
situation occured with African Americans as  European groups achieved 
social  mobi l i ty. 
The potent ia l  audience for this  work l ies  at the graduate level .  
The early chapters supply a detai led review of the l i terature, propo­
sit ions,  and arguments .  The methodolgy ut i l ized in  the study and the 
subject matter di scussed make the book appropriate reading  in  most 
advaced sociology courses.  The study uses data col l ected at three 
levels :  countrywide imm igration and economic indicators, occupa­
tional segregation in seventy-seven cit ies ,  and the growth of ethn ic/ 
raci a l  group organ izat ions . 
Notwi thstanding these strengths ,  there are weaknesses. The 
book is at ti mes extreme in stat ing over and over again its  proposi­
tions and arguments .  This gives the reader an impression that the 
book is a col lection of conference papers bound together  with weak 
transit ions.  This view is reinforced by a change in  pronouns ( " I "  to 
"we"  back to " 1 " ) as the chapters progress .  In any revis ion,  the author 
may choose to correct this problem th rough e l iminat ing any refer­
ence to self .  
While the author goes to great lengths defin ing  most con­
cepts, indeed, a strength of the work in general ,  she shows l i tt le 
consistency in  her appl ication of the term " state, " a polit ical  entity, 
i . e . ,  a country . 
Overal l ,  the work i s  valuable .  The theoretical framework it 
contributes offers the student of ethnic r ival ries an understanding of 
intergroup tensions in  the Un ited States at the turn of the  century and 
might be used to explore confl icts among nat ional it ies in the former 
states of Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union .  
David L. Hood 
Eastern Montan a  U niversity 
Genaro M. Padi l la .  My History, Not Yours: The Forma tion of 
Mexican American A u tobiography. (Madison: University of Wis­
consin Press, 1 993) x iv, 280 pp.  
Genaro Padi l l a  and Un iversity of Wiscons i n  Press should be 
commended for the publ i cat ion of a m uch needed addit ion to the 
study of American autobiography, in  genera l ,  and ethnic  autobiogra­
phy, in particul ar .  Early Mexican American autobiographies remain 
l argely ignored and forgotten .  The i mportance of these autobiogra-
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phies should not be ignored, however, especia l ly with regard to the 
study of the West and Southwest .  With this  book, Padi l l a  opens the 
door to the retrieval and study of these i m portant h istorical docu­
m ents .  
Padi l la 's study begins with the  development of Mexican 
American autObiography as a resul t  of the a nnexation of northern 
Mexico by the U nited States through m i l i tary force i n  1 848.  He  refers 
to n i neteenth-century Mexican American autobiographies as "auto­
biographical  narratives of dispossess ion . "  As with other eth n i c  auto­
biograph ies, on the surface these narrat ives m ay seem to express a 
n ostalgia for an earl ier  world,  but i n  actual ity, they provide voices of 
opposit ion to the enforced changes in their l ives. These colonized 
people began the Mexican American cultura l  tradition in the United 
States, and the formation of th is culture can be traced through these 
autobiographies .  
Padi l l a  argues t h at current Mexican American autObiographi­
cal  study considers the n arrative production to be a recent phenom­
enon, but he demonstrates that autobiographical  expression in 
Mexican American cu lture has an h i storical base .  He c la ims that ,  in 
contrast to s l ave narratives which were exploited by Anglo Americans 
in the l atter part of the n i neteenth-century, Mexican American 
narratives " were meant  to function only  as supplemental  m aterial  for 
American h istorians a n d  were, therefore . . .  quite in tentiona l ly not 
publ ished .  H ence, scores, perhaps h u ndreds, of Mexican American 
personal  n arratives rema in  in s m a l l  state and regional h i storical  
society l ibraries and univers i ty specia l  collections . . .  " Pad i l l a  a rgues 
for the recovery of th is  rich source of l iterature in  order to u nderstand 
the origins  and complexit ies of the  Mexican American culture.  
Start ing from a theoretica l  standpOin t  based on the develop­
ment  of the study of  Native American autObiography, Padi l l a  devel­
ops h i s  theory of Mexican American autobiography. Like the Native 
Americans,  the Mexican American narrat ives which resulted a fter the 
1 848 conquest voice the experiences of dis location,  loss of home­
lands, and loss of tradit ional  rel igious and cultural  practices. The 
narratives express how these new Americans reconci led themselves 
to enforced l i festyle Changes whi le  estab l i sh ing their  resistance to 
these changes. 
The problem with th is book i s  that ,  h aving discovered a 
treasure-trove of long ignored m ateri a l  ( memoi rs, d iaries, fam ily 
h i stories,  poetry, correspondence, a n d  texts of corridos), Padi l l a  tries 
to tackle too much m aterial  i n  too l i tt le  space. I t  i s  as i f  h e  feel s  he 
must ana lyze each n arrative i m m ed i ately for fea r  that i t  wil l  be 
forgotten aga in .  No one n arrative i s  given the i n-depth a nalysis it 
deserves. Instead, the narratives becom e  a j u mble of representations 
to do with the topiC of  the part icular chapter at hand .  While his first 
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two chapters are strong indictments for the study of Mexican Ameri­
can autobiography and a grounding of that study, the remain ing four 
chapters attempt to group this  vast amount of m aterial  into some sort 
of thematic structure. The amount of m aterial ,  however, is just  too 
overwhel ming.  
I n  spite of this ,  Pad i l l a  has given us an in t roduction to the 
world of Mexican American autobiography which begs to be studied. 
With each peek at the l ives of these men and women who experi­
enced the obli teration of their culture, the reader wants to l earn more. 
With this  book, Pad i l l a  encourages more students of Mexican Ameri­
can autobiography with the real i zation that there a re m any "truths" 
which have yet to be learned from these narratives.  
Susan L .  Rockwe l l  
Arizona  State University 
Americo Paredes. The Ha mmon and the Beans and Other Stories. 
(Houston :  Arte Publico Press, 1 994) 230 pp, . $9 .95 .  
Americo Paredes is a sem ina l  figure in  Mexican-American 
studies.  Professor Emeritus of Engl ish and Anthropology at  the 
Un iversity of Texas at Austin, he is best known for his work in 
folklore, pr incipal ly With His Pistol ill His Hal 1d: A Border Bal/ad alld Its 
Hero. But after a dist inguished career as teacher and scholar, he has 
turned in  recent years to l i terature (mostly written years ago) ,  with 
the publication of a novel (George Washil lgton G6mez) in  1 990 and a 
col lection of poetry (Between Two Worlds ) i n  1 99 1 .  The present 
accumulation of seventeen stories, combined with Paredes' novel 
and poetry, prov ide a clear and com prehesive l i terary view of Mexi­
can-American l i fe in Texas and el sewhere during the first ha l f  of the 
twen tieth century. An excel lent introduction by Ramon Saldivar 
presents a much-needed history of south Texas and the recurrent 
"border troubles" so that the reader can better com prehend the socio­
cultural mi l ieu which gave bi rth to the stories.  I n  Sa ldivar's words, 
Paredes' collection represents bri l l i antly " the d i ffi cult d ia lectic be­
tween a Mexican past and an American future for the Texas Mexicans 
l iving on the border at the margin of modernity and modernization" 
(xvi ) .  Saldivar a lso includes in formation about the author and the 
histories of many of the selections-where they were written, dates 
of com posi tion, c ircum stances, etc. Most appear in  pr int for the first 
t ime in a colorful and attractive vol ume with cover desigh by Mark 
Pinon . 
The tit le story and several others focus on the racial tensions 
in the Lower Rio Grande Va l ley. The young first-person narrator of 
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